To those who like to trace the gradual development of science and its practical application, the work must be full of interest; in almost every page they may perceive how minds early trained by closest exercise were ever on the alert to seize all newly-revealed facts in collateral science, whether in chemistry, botany, or any other branch of natural philosophy, not excluding mechanics; discovering the governing laws, and applying 'those laws to the knowledge of disease and of its treatment; until arriving at later days, they find 
